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Welcome to Patterson Park Audubon Center!       

Dear Volunteer, 

Welcome to the Audubon team in Baltimore! 

First, THANK YOU! This is the first time but certainly not the last time we will express our thanks to 

you for sharing your time, energy, and expertise in helping to advance Patterson Park Audubon 

Centerõs mission. Your efforts help us share the love of the Chesapeake Bay and all its wonders with 

learners of all ages and backgrounds. Your work helps connect Baltimore City neighbors around a 

combined effort, to protect the bird species of the Atlantic Flyway and improve our communities 

for the benefit of people and biodiversity. Your volunteer time is absolutely vital to what we do. 

Second, we hope that you find PPAC to be a place where you can practice your skills, meet new 

people, share your feedback, learn, and grow. Please feel free to ask questions, share your ideas, and 

provide constructive feedback. You are part of a team of staff, volunteers, board members, and 

community partners and supporters. PPACõs programs, projects, and participants will benefit greatly 

from our collective knowledge. 

By joining the Audubon team, you are part of an international bird conservation organization, 

National Audubon Society, which engages multicultural neighbors across the United States and 

throughout the Americas. One of 41 Audubon Centers in the U.S., Patterson Park Audubon Center 

creates programs and projects which are meaningful for Baltimore communities and which improve 

the city for birds and people. We are proud to achieve this in collaboration with countless partners 

and neighbors, locally, regionally, and throughout the Atlantic Flyway. 

Please take a moment to read this Volunteer Handbook, as it is a guide to understanding the goals of 

National Audubon Society and PPAC, our history and future, and the policies that help to make it 

all possible. The Audubon team at Patterson Park Audubon Center in Baltimore, Pickering Creek 

Audubon Center in Easton, and our national offices are here to make sure you feel welcomed and 

supported. Please do not hesitate to ask questions of your supervisors and support staff ð we want 

you to feel as comfortable as possible. 

Finally, want to express how excited we are to having you working with us! We look forward to 

learning as much from you as you learn from us. We hope your time here is rewarding and fun! 

Happy Volunteering, and THANK YOU! 

 

Susie Creamer       Erin Reed 

Director of Urban Education & Conservation   Education Manager 

Patterson Park Audubon Center Ƹ 410-558-2473 Ƹ ppaudubon@gmail.com 

2901 East Baltimore Street, Box 2 Ƹ Baltimore, MD 21224 

Find us on Facebook [www.facebook.com/PattersonParkAudubonCenter] & Instagram [ppaudubon] 
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National Audubon Society          

For more than a century, Audubon has worked to protect birds and connect people with nature in 

their own communities and across the hemisphere. Our legacy is built on science, education, 

advocacy, and on-the-ground conservation. We bring all of this together through our unparalleled 

network of state programs (22), centers (41), and local chapters (450+). 

This combination of expertise and on-the-ground engagement makes Audubon a truly unique and 

trusted force for conservation. Audubonõs mission is more urgent today than ever before. Natural 

habitat and open spaces are disappearing at an alarming rate. Protections for wildlife, natural places, 

and clean air and water are in jeopardy. By protecting birds, weõre also safeguarding Americaõs great 

natural heritage for future generations, preserving our shared quality of life and fostering a healthier 

environment for us all. 

Mission 

To conserve and restore natural ecosystems, focusing 

on birds, other wildlife, and their habitats for the 

benefit of humanity and the earthõs biological 

diversity.  

Core Values 

V Action 

V Collaboration 

V Commitment 

V Integrity 

V Optimism 

V Respect 

The Flyways 

Each spring and fall, billions of migratory birds ð 

including shore birds, sea birds, land birds, raptors, 

and waterfowl ð follow the flyways of the Americas from 

wintering to breeding grounds and back again. These flyways 

inspire our model for organizational alignment. By connecting the work of                               

the Audubon network ð Chapters, Centers, national and state staff, volunteers, partners, and other 

supporters ð all along each of the flyways of the Americas ð Pacific, Central, Mississippi, and 

Atlantic ð Audubon can weave a seamless web of conservation for both migratory and non-

migratory species. By working toward common flyway conservation goals, we can have a greater 

impact. And by coordinating resources and expertise, we can increase our efficiency across the 

network. 
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Audubonõs Commitment to Diversity and Inclusion 

Just as biodiversity strengthens natural systems, the diversity of human experience strengthens our 

conservation efforts for the benefit of nature and all human beings. Audubon must represent and 

reflect that human diversity, embracing it in all the communities where we work, in order to achieve 

our conservation goals. To that end, we are committed to increasing the diversity of our staff, board, 

volunteers, members, and supporters, and to fostering an inclusive network of Audubon Centers 

and Chapters in all kinds of communities, from rural to urban. 

Diversity and inclusion is not only a best practice for business, itõs a strategic imperative. Our 

business and conservation strategies are enriched and made stronger by the contribution of the 

experiences, perspectives, and values of diverse individuals and communities. Protecting and 

conserving nature and the environment transcends political, cultural and social boundaries, and so 

must Audubon in order to expand our networkõs reach and engage more people in protecting birds 

and habitat. 

We at PPAC work to protect the biodiversity found within our urban oasis and embrace the 

multicultural diversity surrounding it. To that end, we conduct programs in English and Spanish, 

and launched the innovative Bird Ambassadors program linking Latina mothers to migratory birds, 

who share similar travel routes throughout the Americas. 

       

Baltimoreõs Priority Bird Species 

Audubonõs priority bird species are birds of significant conservation need, for which our actions, 

over time, can lead to measurable improvements in conservation status. In Patterson Park, five 

target bird species have been selected which are not only iconic, regular visitors or residents of the 

park, but are also likely to be positively impacted by actions taken by Baltimore residents. People can 

play a critical role in restoring these speciesõ populations by fostering bird-friendly habitats in their 

own communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 chimney swift 

Chaetura pelagica 

American woodcock 

Scolopax minor 

black-throated blue warbler 

Setophaga caerulescens 

wood thrush 

Hylocichla mustelina 

Baltimore oriole 

Icterus galbula 
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Patterson Park Audubon Center         

Since 2002, Patterson Park Audubon Center (PPAC), Baltimoreõs only Audubon center, has served 

as a local leader in nature-based education, urban bird conservation, and community revitalization. 

We lead hands-on activities that connect the community with nature in an urban setting, collaborate 

with local partners, and empower neighbors through action projects to enhance bird habitat in 

Baltimore. We welcome volunteers to join our team to improve communities for birds and people! 

Audubon is lucky to have beautiful Patterson Park as an outdoor òclassroom,ó and our bilingual 

education team is dedicated to helping migratory birds that rely on this urban oasis as a place to rest 

and refuel during their long journeys. 

PPAC offers science-based programs to schools and hosts volunteer opportunities for community, 

corporate, and student groups. Individual volunteers assist on Audubon-led, educational adventures 

and improve and expand our bird-friendly community gardens in Patterson Park and beyond. PPAC 

welcomes Baltimore to activities for all ages: nature-themed classes about the parkõs plants and 

animals, bird habitat stewardship, and wildlife gardening workshops to create a bird-friendly garden 

at home, work, and more. 

Our Mission 

To conserve and restore natural ecosystems focusing 

on birds, other wildlife, and their habitats for the 

benefit of Baltimore communities and the earthõs 

biological diversity. 

Our Vision 

To develop Baltimore as an urban oasis for migratory 

birds by fostering and engaging a bird-friendly 

community that enhances habitat and reduces threats to 

priority bird species of the Atlantic Flyway. 

Our Goals 

V Maximize Patterson Park and its surrounding neighborhoodsõ ability to function as an urban 

oasis of the Atlantic Flyway. 

V Inspire and motivate people across ethnic, cultural, generational, and socio-economic 

backgrounds to take conservation action. 

V Create an environmentally literate community through hands-on exploration, curriculum-

based education, and scientific study. 

V Secure financial sustainability for the Center. 

V Demonstrate Audubonõs long-term commitment to the health of Baltimoreõs environment. 
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A History of Patterson Park          

Patterson Park is one of the oldest and largest parks in Baltimore 

City, spanning 300 years of the cityõs spirited history. The first 

known resident of what is now Patterson Park was Quinton Parker 

in 1669. At that time, it was possible to navigate a small boat up 

Harris Creek from the Patapsco River right into Patterson Park. 

William Patterson purchased the 200 acre estate in 1792 for $8,500. 

On Hampstead Hill, the ridge where the famous Pagoda observatory 

now stands, Baltimoreans rallied on September 12, 1814 to protect 

the city from British invasion. As the British troops marched on to 

Baltimore and looked up to Hampstead Hill, they saw Rodgerõs 

Bastion ð including 100 cannons and 20,000 troops. This sight led 

the British to return to their ships and leave the Port of Baltimore. 

Since then, Patterson Park served as a military hospital and strategic lookout during the Civil War, 

and finally a public park for the use of Baltimore citizens. In 1905, Baltimore enlisted the help of 

John Charles Olmsted and Frederick Law Olmsted Jr., who created plans for a recreational design of 

the park including public pools, sports fields, and playgrounds which would serve the growing urban 

population. They envisioned a romantic landscape with curved paths that move through pastoral 

settings of trees, fountains, pavilions, a mansion, and two lakes. 

Today, 155-acre Patterson Park, Baltimoreõs òbest 

backyardó, is Baltimoreõs most intensively used large park, 

surrounded by multicultural neighborhoods, and utilized 

daily for jogging, biking, fishing, gardening, swimming, ice-

skating, dog-walking, playing sports, festivals, concerts, and 

of course, bird watching! Harris Creek still exists, now 

underground, flowing into and out of the Boat Lake, and 

through the storm drains into the Baltimore Harbor. 

Over 200 bird species have been documented by Audubon 

in this urban oasis, and over 40 species are park residents! Bird walk regulars have witnessed red-

tailed hawks, Caspian terns, yellow warblers, American redstarts, wood ducks, American bitterns, 

and Baltimore orioles, to name a few. 

Through the efforts of Audubon, along with our partners and neighbors, the physical landscape and 

programmatic opportunities to be found within Patterson Park are constantly being updated. In 

2015, Audubon took a leadership role in updating the Patterson Park Master Plan which created a 

vision that incorporates both the needs of Baltimoreõs residents and the wildlife with which we share 

this beautiful, historic park. 


